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				In a galaxy long ago and far, far away, according to legend, there was the Republic. Its origins and location among the millions of stars in the universe had been lost in the endless retelling of the legend, much like the legend of the lost city of Atlantis. What mattered, really, was to know that the Republic had existed.

					The people of the Republic, so the story goes, worshiped a deity called the Force. Said to have created the entire universe and all that is within it, the Force was also the source of supernat-ural power for the believers of the Republic. Consequently, the Republic grew to become the most powerful of all the empires in the universe.

					From the very beginning the Republic was a thriving system. It was blessed with noble men of far-reaching vision who colonized the planets of star system after star system.
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				Hardy men and women pioneered these colonies, many times in the face of never-before-heard-of dangers and hardships.

					Trade was established among the insectoids, reptilians and anthropoids of even the most distant systems, and trade and commerce thrived throughout the universe.

				The governmental structure of the Republic was a model for the other systems of the universe to follow. Every occupied planet in the Republic’s sphere of influence was represented in the Senate. It was under this wise body of good and just rulers, and the protection of the Jedi Knights, of course, that the Republic throve and grew.

					The small star systems welcomed the Republic as a faithful military and trade ally, for there was never a system—nor has there been one since—that boasted the military might of the Jedi Knights. Endowed with supernatural powers from the Force, these highly respected Jedis manned the vast fleet of heavily armed and otherwise vastly superior starcruisers. Under the protection of the Jedi Knights, the boundaries of the Republic expanded in leapfrog fashion from star system to star system.

					Just as the knights of King Arthur’s Round Table worshiped Almighty God, the Jedis followed the ways of the Force. To them, the protection of the galactic system was a sacred trust.

					Whether George Lucas was aware of it, I don’t know, but one day I stumbled on the uncanny observation that “Jedi” could be interpreted as an acronym of JEsus DIsciple!

				Corruption from Within

				No one is certain exactly how or when it began, but, in time the people of the Republic slowly drifted away from following the ways of the Force. Instead, they looked to the Senate for the answers to life’s problems. Affluence gave way to materialism, and the wealth and power that once was used to develop new star systems were being concentrated more and more on personal luxuries and comforts at home. Among businessmen honest gain was scoffed at in favor of get-rich schemes and, yes, out-and-out piracy and other criminal dealings became commonplace. The once admirable goals of the Republic, based on the ways of the Force, had slowly been replaced by self-centered ones and a 
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				shameful deterioration of moral values.

					As usually happens at this point in the life of any society, there appeared evil people whose blind greed drove them into gaining control of the Senate’s power and the Republic’s official wealth. This marked the beginning of the decline of the Old Republic. Personal freedoms began to disappear, and only the most devout and most daring continued to practice the ways of the Force, and then not openly.

				The Rise and Fall of Nations

				What had happened to the legendary Republic of Star Wars has been observed over and over again in other nations in the history of the world: morality declines, the family unit is fractured, atheism creeps in and individual liberties are taken away by totalitarian governments.

					We can see in the history of nations that there is an apparent pattern to the rise and fall of the world’s empires. The very wise and very observant Plato wrote generations ago of another Repub-lic: “The citizens chafe impatiently at the least touch of authority, and at length they cease to care even for the laws, written or un-written and this is the fair and glorious beginning out of which springs tyranny. The excessive increase of anything often causes a reaction in the opposite direction. Tyranny naturally arises out of democracy, and the most aggravated form of tyranny and slavery out of the most extreme form of liberty.”

					The story of the Old Republic in Star Wars has many counter-parts in history. One of the most notable is the nation of Israel. To begin with, they are alike in their religious character. The people of the Old Republic worshiped the Force, and the people of Israel worshiped the God of the Bible. It was through the people of the Old Republic that goodness and justice, centered in the ways of the Force, would be carried throughout the universe. And, it was through the people of Israel that the Bible was to be recorded and preserved and taught to the people of the world.

					But the people of the Old Republic turned their backs on the Force. All but a few of them, anyway. Still, there rose from the dust of Tatooine the person of Obi-wan Kenobi, who led his people 
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				to salvation in the face of their enemies. In like manner, out of the people of Israel there would rise the Messiah who would be the Savior of His people. When the Messiah—Jesus Christ—did come, many Israelites, out of spiritual blindness, turned their backs on Him. But a few believed and followed Him, joined in their ranks by a growing number of non-Jews.

					The people of the Republic were given the universe to develop and rule. In similar fashion, God gave the children of Israel their own land which would be theirs forever, the land of Canan. Now, there is good reason for this. In order to carry out the teaching of God’s Word from the Holy Scriptures, and in order to be present at the time of the coming of the Messiah, the people of Israel would have to have identity as a people: They would need their own nation.

					But like the people of the Republic, the children of Israel suffered the consequences to their nation for turning away from God.

				Led Out of Bondage

				The book of Exodus tells us how the Israelites who, because of their sin, were allowed by God to be taken captive into Egypt, then led out of bondage by Moses. But they soon forgot what God had done for them and returned to worshiping false gods. God punished them by causing them to wander in the wilderness for many years. But, at last, He permitted them to cross into the land He had promised them through their patriarch, Abraham.

					The modern nation of Israel today occupies some of this land, which is a matter of great concern and debate among the nations of the world.

					The twelve tribes of Israel succeeded in forming a single government, ruled by a king, around 1000 B.C. Later, the nation split into two segments. The ten northern tribes retained the name Israel, and the two southern tribes took upon themselves the name Judea.

					In time, the chosen people of God again sinned terribly as a people. They began ignoring God’s laws, their morals declined, and they returned to worshiping the heathen idols. God punished 
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				them by allowing the Assyrians in 721 B.C. to invade and conquer Israel (the ten northern tribes) and carry them off into captivity.

					A few generations later, in 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, overran the two tribes of Judea in the south, destroyed the city of Jerusalem and its Temple of God, and eventually took the Judeans back to Babylon where they remained in bondage for seventy years.

					The book of Ezra carries the account of how the chosen people of God, after the dispersion by the Assyrians and the Babylonians, returned to the promised land, where they eventually rebuilt the Temple in Jerusalem.

					By A.D. 70, the Jews, because of their spiritual blindness, had permitted their own Messiah to be killed, had made a sham of Temple worship, and were drifting farther and farther from following the ways of God. So God once more permitted their enemies to destroy their cities and scatter the people throughout the world. This was accomplished when the Roman Titus and his legions invaded the Holy Land, leveled Jerusalem and tore down the magnificent Temple, stone by stone, seeking out the melted gold.	

				Return of the Remnant

				Throughout the centuries that followed the Roman dispersion, the children of Israel maintained their identity. Even the Nazi holocaust of World War II could not destroy the Jews as a people! Why have the Jews survived under such great odds?

				Because God is faithful to His promises, even if His people are not faithful to Him.

					The Jews never gave up hope of returning to their promised land. God had promised that He would restore them to it in the “latter days”: “Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations, and they will no longer be divided into two kingdoms” (Ezekiel 37:21,22).
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					This amazing prophecy saw the beginning of its fulfillment on May 14, 1948, when the new nation of Israel was reborn in the land of Palestine. The children of Israel had returned to their land for the third time, and perhaps the last time. God has done in our lifetime what He said He would do hundreds and hundreds of years ago!

					Through the power of the Force, the people of the Old Repub-lic, after many years, were on the road to reviving the glory which was once theirs. And, now, through the grace of God, the people of Israel are back in their land, restored as a chosen people of God. Though the Israelites, as a nation, continue to suffer spiritual blindness in that they refuse to recognize that Jesus Christ is their Messiah, the Bible promises that their blindness will be removed at the end of the age and they will be saved: “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins’” (Romans 11 :25-27).

				The Tragedy of Babylon

				There is also a future nation mentioned in the Bible that will have many similarities with the Old Republic. Earlier, we mentioned the ancient empire of Babylon, which was ruled over by King Nebuchadnezzar. Babylon was a nation of idol worshipers. In fact, Nebuchadnezzar even had a gigantic statue of himself built for his subjects to worship! Babylon was so wicked that even today the term Babylon is used to describe any sinful city or nation.

					It is interesting that there are many prophecies about Babylon in the Bible which have no historical fulfillment. This has led many Bible scholars to believe that these prophecies pertain to a still future empire that is so wicked that it is called “Babylon the Great” in the book of Revelation. It is believed that this future Babylon will turn out to be the most powerful, wealthiest, and most blessed nation of all time.

					From lengthy passages in the Bible such as Jeremiah 50 and 51 and Revelation 17 and 18, as well as many others, we can learn 
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				much about this future Babylon the Great.

					The Bible tells us it will be a nation blessed by God above all other nations. It will have land, great natural resources in abun-dance, and much wealth. In fact, it will be the commercial and industrial center of the world. The reasons for this are interesting. God will give all these blessings to the people of Babylon to enable them to help develop other nations of the world and especially to teach other nations about Himself and His Son, Jesus Christ. But just like the people of Israel and the people of the Old Republic, the Babylonians will turn from worshiping God. Worst of all, they will turn to worship Satan!

					The Babylonians will no longer use their wealth for God’s purposes, but, instead to feed their own insatiable materialistic appetites. And what will God do? You guessed it! Just as the people of the Old Republic lost their empire when they turned from the ways of the Force, and just as God allowed the children of Israel to be driven from their land—and all other nations who turned from Him to lose their blessings as a nation—He will de-stroy Babylon the Great and everyone in it. Of course, as always has been the case in every other nation destroyed by God, there will be a small number of people who will have been faithful to God to the end and will be saved.

				Are We Next?

				What about the United States? Are we next in line to fall under God’s judgment? Our country was founded upon Christian prin-ciples, yet only a small percentage of Americans can claim to be children of God in the sense that they believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and follow His teachings. Sadly, a great number of our fellow Americans have turned their backs on God to follow a self-destructive course of trying to live their lives without Him.

					There are many modern thinkers who believe the United States is headed for serious trouble. They see alarming trends not only in the country’s spiritual life, but also in its morals, its regard for the law, economics and world involvement. These trends, they 
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				believe, could bring about the same kind of decadence from within that brought about the fall of Rome and perhaps every other major power in history.

					Some of the West’s best-known statesmen and a number of distinguished scholars, including former Secretary of State Dean Rusk and former British Prime Minister Lord Hume, descended upon the Center for Study of the American Experience at the University of Southern California in March 1977 for a conference called “The Future of the West.”

					In one of the sessions, French author and scholar Jean Gimpel asked, “Is the cycle which has been observed previously in other civilizations and cultures—that of ascension, followed by stability and dominance, concluding with disruption and decline—inevi-table for the current society in governing structures of the West?” Then he answered his own question: “It is inevitable.” And the majority of the delegates to the conference agreed.

					Alexander Solzhenitsyn, outstanding Pulitzer Prize-winning Russian author, warned of the growing Soviet military superiority in the March 15, 1976 issue of the U.S. News and World Report: “I wouldn’t be surprised at the sudden and imminent fall of the West. The West is on the verge of a collapse created by its own hands.”

					British intellectual Malcolm Muggeridge, who is an authority on worldwide communism, has been quoted to say that, in his opinion, we are already in the second Dark Age!

				How Should We Then Live?

				Francis A. Schaeffer, theologian and philosopher and one of the leading evangelical thinkers of our day, writes in How Should We Then Live?: “Overwhelming pressures...are progressively prepar-ing modern people to, accept a manipulative, authoritarian gov-ernment. Unhappily, many of these pressures are upon us now.”

					He defined these pressures as: economic breakdown; war or the serious threat of war; the chaos of violence, especially random or political violence and indiscriminate terrorism, in an individual nation or in the world; the radical redistribution of the wealth of the world; a growing shortage of food and other natural resourc-
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				es in the world. There are only two alternatives, Dr. Schaeffer reminds us: “First, imposed order or, second, our society once again affirming that base which gave freedom without chaos in the first place—God’s revelation in the Bible and His revelation through Christ.”

				What in the World Is Happening?

				Anyone who reads the daily newspapers, or listens to radio or watches TV, knows that serious problems face the future of the nation and the world. Is there a moral for us in the lost Republic of Star Wars? Will we learn the lessons of history? Or will history repeat itself and will we see America continue its decline? Will we in our generation see the last great bastion of liberty on earth toppled from within?

					The alternative, as Dr. Schaeffer suggests, is to turn to the base that gave us freedom in the first place: God’s revelation in the Bible and His revelation through Jesus Christ.

					George Lucas so vividly, but perhaps unknowingly, pointed to this essential truth in Star Wars. It was only when the rebel Alliance turned to following the ways of the Force that they were able to overcome the oppression of the evil Imperial government. And it was only by turning to the Force that young Luke Sky-walker accomplished his daring mission in the space battle over the Death Star.

				* * * * *
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n a galaxy long ago and far, far away, according to legend, there
was the Republic. Its origins and location among the millions
of stars in the universe had been lost in the endless retelling of
the legend, much like the legend of the lost city of Atlantis. What
mattered, really, was to know that the Republic had existed.
The people of the Republic, so the story goes, worshiped a
deity called the Force. Said to have created the entire universe
and all that is within it, the Force was also the source of supermat-
ural power for the believers of the Republic. Consequently, the
Republic grew to become the most powerful of all the empires
in the universe.
From the very beginning the Republic was a thriving system. It
was blessed with noble men of far-reaching vision who colonized
the planets of star system after star system.
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